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that, on account of a want of training in self-govern-
ment, the people can be cajoled, or frightened, or
charmed, or tricked into the expression of the most con-
tradictory opinions, refuse to admit that any vote not in
harmony with their own ideas can be a fair test of the
popular will, and assume for themselves the exclusive
privilege of declaring what the people really want. As
M. Edmond Scherer has cleverly said: " Let us add
that the God (universal suffrage) has his priests, whose
authority has never been quite clear, but who know
his wishes, speak in his name, and, if resistance occurs,
confound it by an appeal to the oracle whose secrets
are confided to them alone." 1 The Radicals, therefore,
cannot admit a possibility that the true majority can be
against them, and nothing irritates them so much as to
hear the other parties claim that the people are on
their own side. It has been said that the Republic will
not be safe until it has been governed by the Conserva-
tives,2 and the remark has a special significance in this
connection : first, because, until the Conservatives come
to power, it will not be clear whether the Republic has
enough strength and elasticity to stand a change of
party without breaking down ; and second, because the
right of the majority to rule, which is the ultimate
basis of the consensus on which the Republic must
rest, will not be surely established until each party has
submitted peaceably to a popular verdict in favor of the
other.

1  La Democratic et la France, p. 18.

2  "LaB^publiqueetles Conservateurs," Revue des Deux Mondes, March
1, 1890, pp. 120-21.    This means, of course, the conservative elements
among the people, and not merely the conservative Republicans.